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Earth Wind & Fire played to a sold out crowd Wednesday, June 23 despite the 5,500 in attendance having to battle the elements with temperatures in the nineties.  The band lived up to its reputation for showmanship with lively outfits and a packed stage.  The music, however was the real highlight.
Philip Bailey can still coax his voice to superhuman heights, especially considering his 59 years.  Bailey also sings the lower portions of songs originally recorded by Maurice White, who no longer tours with the band.  Verdine White and Ralph Johnston who play bass and percussion, respectively, also maintained high energy levels and kept the crowd involved all night long.  B. David Whitworth entertained the fans by tossing his tambourine high in the air while playing.
The crowd clearly enjoyed itself as fans of all ages danced, swayed, or waved their hands as the band members instructed.  The brass and woodwinds aided in the mix of genres that comprises the band’s style.  Soul, pop, funk, and rock all blended seamlessly under the colorful lights display at the Snagajob Pavilion.  The band proved that after several decades of recording and touring they still know how to rock the stage and put on a good show.
